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The evening was sponsored by Kroll, who
have been magnificent long-term supporters
of the Trust.  It was also generously
supported by the Council of Arab
Ambassadors who have also been loyal to
the Trust for many years.  Amongst the
guests were several people from Kroll and
also several ambassadors or their
representatives.  

All the guests were able to enjoy an
interesting talk given by Alistair Burt MP,
former Minister to the Middle East, about his
experiences when minister and the DSMT
were extremely grateful to him for so kindly
agreeing to give this talk.  The Carlton Club
were excellent hosts and delicious wine and
canapes were enjoyed by all.

The event raised over £25,000.00 which is a
wonderful achievement and any further
donations would be gratefully received.

Thank you to our supporters
DSMT gratefully acknowledges the support of Kroll, our sponsors since 2005.

The DSMT were delighted to hold their ninth fund-raising event at The Carlton Club
in St. James Street, London SW1.  It was a drinks party and there was an excellent
attendance of about 160 people which made for a very lively and enjoyable evening.

SAVE THE DATE
Thursday 6th November 2014

We will be holding another 
fund-raising event this year on

November 6th at The Grosvenor
Chapel which will be a concert given by
Belsize Baroque, lead by the eminent
conductor Adrian Butterfield. We hope
that many of you will be able to attend
what will be a delightful musical evening
including wine and canapes during the
interval.  Tickets will be £30.00 per head. 

www.belsizebaroque.org.uk 

We will be in touch with more
information later in the year.
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Alistair Burt MP

View more photos of the drinks reception at
www.dominicsimpsontrust.org.uk



Scholarships cover all education and
living costs, enabling them to remain
at this exceptional school to age 18
and thus receive the full value of its
very high standards of education. 

Many ‘DSMT girls’ have achieved
impressively high scores in the school
leaving exams and to date all but one
have gone on to higher eduction. 

Aseel, Bara’a and Hanan, awarded
scholarships for 2013-15 seem to be
a particularly gifted trio whose marks
so far have all been up in the 80s and
90s. They move into 12th grade in
September. What a waste of potential
if they had had to leave school
without qualifications.

Roa, Tala and Maram have recently
been awarded scholarships for 2014-
16.  All come from families for whom
life is a daily struggle against poverty
and the pressures of the Occupation.
DSMT scholarships will enable them
to complete their schooling without
adding to family burdens and hopefully
set them on the path where they can
actively help their families in the
future. 

The three 2012-14 girls have just
achieved excellent results in this
summer’s tawjihi examinations and
are hoping to go on to higher
education. Left to right: Batool, Rinad
and Ruba. 

I am writing to you to thank you for
your kindness letter I received.  Your
words push me forward to excel in
my schooling grades for the next
coming year. Really I felt lucky to be
granted this scholarship from
DSMT. I hope you will be satisfied
with my grades.

Bara’a Abu Diab, October 2013

“

”

Left to right: 2013-15 scholarship
winners, Bara’a, Hanan and Aseel
with Georgina Simpson, Chair of the
DSMT.
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DSMT‘s school scholarship
programme continues to
inspire disadvantaged girls 

DSMT gratefully acknowledges
the continued support of Kroll,
our sponsors since 2005. Kroll’s
financial generosity and commitment to
the progress of DSMT has been an
inspiration to the board over the past
nine years, and a wonderful memorial
to Dominic. It has helped us to attract

other corporate support here and
abroad, has covered a significant
proportion of the costs of our fund-
raising events, and since 2010, of our
part-time administrative costs. Kroll’s
contribution has meant that the great
majority of other funds raised over the
last nine years has been allocated

directly to projects, something our
supporters tell us they particularly like
about the DSMT. We also greatly
appreciate the on-going interest and
loyalty that Kroll members of staff have
shown to DSMT and it is always a
pleasure to see them at our fund-
raising events. 

PROJECT NEWS … PROJECT NEWS … PROJECT NEWS

Left to right: Roa, Tala and Maram

Thank you to Kroll

By summer 2015, DSMT supporters will have helped to improve
the life chances of twenty-one able but disadvantaged girls at the
Dar El Tifl School, East Jerusalem. 



In July 2014, five aspiring former
pupils of the Dar El Tifl School in East
Jerusalem applied for this year’s
DSMT HE scholarship. 

The award pays all fees for a  four
year under-graduate degree at a
Palestinian university.  All the
applicants had scored highly in the
school leaving Tawjihi exams this
summer and all were from needy
families. The scholarship winner, Rand
Nammari who will study Geography
at Birzeit University, conveyed her
strong interest in environmental
issues and her ambitions to work in
this field.  Thank you to all our
supporters for helping us provide this
chance of a better future for Rand
and for our other four current HE
students and their families.

DSMT Scholarships aim
to give ‘added value’

Our HE scholarships encourage girls to undertake
voluntary work and to build up a work experience
portfolio. Palestine has one of the lowest rates of
female participation in the labour market in the
world and we hope this might give them a
competitive edge in the job market when they
graduate.    

Hala was awarded our second higher education
scholarship in 2011 and is studying English with

Business at Birzeit University.  As well as volunteering as a teacher of English
to disadvantaged school children in the Old City, where she also supervises
other volunteers, she has been acting as DSMT’s translator this year.
Hopefully these experiences will strengthen her CV and her chances of
finding a job when she graduates in 2015.

DSMT‘s efforts keep HE
student at university

Former DSMT school scholarship holder Haya (the
eldest of seven children) was struggling to pay the
fees for her degree in Audiology and Speech
Therapy at Birzeit University.  The strain and
anxiety was affecting her health and she was unable
to obtain any support from the university
authorities who receive many more claims than
they can meet. 

DSMT made an emergency payment in 2013 to prevent her dropping out,
which seems to have acted as a great boost to her confidence and morale
and we have since secured sponsorship to keep her at university for the
rest of her course. Longer term this could make a significant difference to
her own and her family’s future.

HIGHER EDUCATION NEWS

If you think your organisation might be able to offer some type of
'distance work experience’ for a DSMT girl please get in touch
with Angela (secretary@dominicsimpsontrust.org.uk). As well as
Hala and Haya,  Rinad is studying Law and Aya Computing.
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DSMT HE 2014
scholarship

Ways to donate
ONLINE
www.VirginMoneyGiving.com
Search for ‘DSMT’

SHOP & FUND RAISE 
with Easyfundraising at no extra
cost to you.

CHEQUE
Send a cheque, made payable to
‘The Dominic Simpson Memorial
Trust’, to: DSMT Administrator, 
9 Popham Road, Shanklin PO37 6RF

BANK TRANSFER
Account number: 91463039
Sort code: 40-02-13
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DSMT graduate
climbs high

Tamara is living proof of the power of
education to change lives. The eldest of six
children with an invalid father, whose home is
now worryingly close to expanding
settlements, she is a trail-blazer. Your support
enabled her to continue studying after
school and gain a degree in Materials
Engineering from Al Quds University. As
DSMT’s first HE scholarship winner she has
been nothing if not enterprising. Struggling to
find a job in her field in Palestine she came to
the UK on a six-month EU-funded volunteer
programme. She helped to set up educational
links between communities in Abu Dis and
London and acting as a very effective
ambassador for her country. She then
impressed everybody with her intelligence,
ambition and optimism when she spoke at
DSMT’s dinner in summer 2013. 

Her determination paid off when she
secured a year’s contract as an engineer in
the UAE with multinational company GIBCA.
After a frustrating wait for paperwork she
flew out to Sharjah at the beginning of this
year and is now working with a team of
engineers from many different countries. She
is gaining valuable experience of working life
in a large company, improving her English,
sending money home towards the education
of her younger brothers and sisters and
acting as a role model for them.    

“It is hard to believe all the things that my family
now accept, not just my mother and father,
brothers and sisters but my aunts and uncles
and cousins as well, that it is OK for girls to have
ambitions, to want to study hard, to travel
outside Palestine, to work as an engineer. They
are proud of me and they say if she can do this
why not me, or my daughters.“
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DSMT gratefully acknowledges the generous support of ABC International
Bank towards this work in 2013-14 and 2014-15.

Free access to vocational training is ‘lifeline’ for
girls from marginalised poor communities
Working in partnership with Ycare
International, DSMT has been helping to
improve the employment prospects of girls
from very traditional and marginalised
communities, including Bedouin girls, at the
Jericho Vocational Training Centre since
2007. We are currently the only overseas
organisation contributing to their work. 

The VTC’s financial situation is always
precarious. It has been dependent on the
Palestinian National Authority for core funding
since the end of a large EU-funded project in
2010. Last January this funding stopped
without warning but staff, students, former
students and the local community decided to
fight back.

With  support of the good people of Jericho
city and the media, also the Palestinians refugees
committee, the governance of the Jordan valley
area, the governor and all the staff, ministry of
labour, ministry of education, the graduates of
the VTC all over the country, have helped the
VTC to bring the Prime Minister to the VTC
and see the work of the VTC by himself. He
blessed the work and talked to students, had
lunch with boarding students, and promised this
place will never close. We have received a letter
from the Ministry of Finance and it is
committed to re-payment to the center like it
was in the past, for the academic year
2014/2015. The business at the VTC is as usual,
with high motivation and spirit from all people
concerned….. Thanks to you and the board of
the DSMT for their kind support and concern.
Ismail, VTC Director

Ycare International, with whom we have
worked for several years, recently conducted
an Impact Assessment Exercise to follow up
the longer-term effects of vocational training
for young people at the VTC.  This showed
that young women often have to fight to break
social barriers to be able to attend the
training and later to be able to use their new
skills to earn a living. Although traditional
values sometimes limited their opportunities,
all the females interviewed recognized how
training had “broadened their horizons and
strengthened their social skills and abilities to
try new initiatives beyond the confines of the
family household.”  

On the strength of this and other evidence
and the powerful stories of personal
development we receive,  DSMT is continuing
to support the VTC’s programmes for young
women through 2014-15. 

After the VTC I had a stronger personality. I can
deal with people more openly; before I didn’t
have that. I now take responsibility for my own
decisions. I am always looking for new
opportunities to learn more, like more courses.
The biggest change is that before the VTC I had
low confidence, but then the VTC activities
helped me to become more confident in myself. 
Reena

An important impact of the VTC training is that
I am more self-confident and I am not financially
dependent on my parents anymore.  Another
very important thing is that I have increased my
knowledge in graphic design and I have also
improved my social skills. 
Noor

“

”
“

”“
”
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Prime Minister’s visit to the VTC

Girls campaigning outside the VTC
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DSMT will be contributing to
courses in entrepreneurship and
vocational skills training.   Previous
years’ training has resulted in young
women setting up their own
businesses in areas as varied as
insurance, catering for festivals, fitness
gyms, hairdressing and graphic design.  

Christian Aid, whose beneficiaries are
of all faiths and none, struggles to

raise the same level of support for its
work in the Middle East as it does for
projects elsewhere. DSMT’s
contribution will help these courses
to run for another year. 

This partnership enables us to
support another very worthwhile
programme that matches our
objectives without increasing
administrative demands or costs.

Nibal joined the programme in 2012
and graduated from a training course
in accounting and informatics.
Careers advice and guidance on how
to obtain sponsorship enabled her to
continue studying and gain some
national qualifications. She is now
economically independent and able to
provide for her family.

Entrepreneurship and skills
training in Palestine and Lebanon

Over the last year, two projects DSMT has been funding for some time (Kindergartens
near Ramallah and Bardala School) came to a successful conclusion as witnessed when
DSMT visited in September 2013.  We are funding two new activities in 2014-15. 

New activities from September 2014
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“

”

…I was hesitant to continue my
education because of the ghost
of poverty that haunted my
family.  As there was no money
to buy food there was no
money to spend on
education…   
Nibal

Knowing the value of vocational training to improve young
women’s confidence, skills and workplace readiness, DSMT
will be contributing in 2014-15 to a large project run by
Christian Aid through local partners to develop the
employment prospects of marginalised young Palestinian
women in the Occupied Palestinian Territories and Lebanon.
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New activities from September 2014

The headteacher is committed to
providing girls with the best quality
education possible with the limited
resources to hand. Most girls come
from very poor families who only
agree to send their daughters to
school because it is very near their
homes. Seventy-five per cent of
funding is provided by the Jerusalem
Municipality but the school is
supposed to raise the rest, largely

through charging modest fees which
many families cannot pay. Too much
pressure for fees can mean girls are
withdrawn from school, and sadly
often then married very young.    

DSMT has made a grant to the
school for 2014-15 to help ease its
immediate financial pressures. The
school board has decided to use
some of the money to refurbish their

Please visit our website in the autumn for further information on these new activities. Your
loyal and generous support means DSMT can continue to fund educational activities that offer
hope of a better future for disadvantaged girls and young women. Full details of funding
allocations to projects will be available on the website in due course in the DSMT Annual Report
and Accounts for 2013-14 (to year end 31 August 2014) See How We are Run page.

“

”

Assistance for Dar El Huda
Girls School, East Jerusalem

computer laboratory which has been
out of action this year awaiting
maintenance. Pupils and teachers have
not been happy about the situation
so this decision will be welcomed
when term starts again after the
summer.

…I would like to thank the
DSMT board for approving to
assist our school. Any donation
may help the school proceed
forward. Needless to mention
there are many requirements at
school, however, the school
board has decided to use your
donation to the maintenance of
the computer lab, which the
students could not use since last
January…
Headteacher

This school, recommended to us by the British
Consulate, provides a vital service to its local
community in a troubled area of the city. 

6 www.dominicsimpsontrust.org.uk



The London Colour Run
By Faiza Ambah

Dominic Simpson was
one of my best
friends.  When I met
him he was a
diplomat in Saudi
Arabia, but unlike all
the others I knew.  He

also served in Yemen and Jordan and I
saw that he really understood the
region and cared about it. I was always
touched by his insights, his attempts to
improve the countries where he
served, and his desire to build bridges
between Western and Arab culture.
That’s one of the reasons I am so
proud that I ran the London Color Run
for charity and supported the DSMT.

It was the first time in my life I ran for
charity and it was a very strange and
amazing experience.  During my
training leading up to the run, I was
able to motivate and push myself
during the kilometres by imagining how
much good my steps were doing for
girls’ eduction in Palestine, the main
focus of the DSMT.  It did not make the
run less tiring but it really changed the
way I felt about the fatigue.  My body
had turned into a money-for-charity
making machine and I felt empowered.

The actual run and crossing the finish
line felt different from my other races.
I wasn’t thinking about speed or
distance.  I felt content that I was doing
something positive.  It was a much
more emotional experience and with
more meaning than my other races. 

I am honoured to have had the chance
to run on behalf of the DSMT.  After
the run I found that I could continue
helping the trust by using
easyfundraising and I’ve raised some
money by shopping at Amazon and
Viagogo.  It makes me feel better about
my purchases until I go back into
training for my next charity run.

tel:  +44 (0)1273 509668 or +44 (0)1983 862202

email: admin@dominicsimpsontrust.org.uk

address: DSMT, Administrator, 9 Popham Road, Shanklin PO37 6RF, UK
DSMT, Honorary Secretary, 5 Buxton Road, Brighton BN1 5DE, UK
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Knees up for DSMT
By Suzanne Wlaschin

We are a group of friends here on the
Isle of Wight, who had the idea that it
would be great fun to hold a charity
barn dance. As one of our group, Fiona
Seymour, is administrator for the
Dominic Simpson Memorial Trust, it
was an easy decision to choose the
DSMT to be the beneficiary of our
event.

And who knew how easy and fun it
would turn out to be? After our
intrepid Tricia O’Brien booked the
venue and hired a band, all we had to
do was sell tickets to all of our family
and friends.  And those went like
hotcakes! Between us all, we sold over
100 tickets at £10 apiece. Easy peasy.

The evening proved to be delightful.  In
addition to lively dancing to the

sprightly tunes provided by the
Caulkheads, we had a raffle and an
auction. The evening provided many a
hearty laugh, as we modern folk,
unpractised in traditional folk dancing,
strove to remember whether to turn
to the right or the left; skip this way or
that; swing our partners or do-si-do!
Frequent missteps led to many a good-
natured collision, which only added to
the hilarity. Afterwards, all attendees
agreed that they couldn’t remember
the last time they had so much fun.

Best of all, we managed to raise
£1,233.00 to give over to the Dominic
Simpson Memorial Trust. All of which
goes to show how easy it is and how
fun it can be to raise money for a good
cause.  Now that’s what I call a win-
win situation!

Many thanks to Suzanne, Maureen, Fiona, Rebecca, Tricia and Heather for organising such a fun event in aid
of The Dominic Simpson Memorial Trust.

Goodbye to Chris Morgan Jones
The DSMT board was sad to say goodbye to Chris recently.  He
joined the board in 2007 when working at Kroll, and stayed on
for several years after he left the company until increasing
demands on his time recently meant he was unable to continue
on the board. Chris’s specialist knowledge, thoughtfulness, generosity  and
humour will be much missed. We wish him all the very best with his new
career as a novelist and very much hope he will continue as a friend of the
DSMT. We meanwhile eagerly await his next title. If it is anything like the two
previous books, it will be an excellent read: elegantly written, cleverly plotted,
authentically realised, and entirely gripping!

Chris’s published novels are An Agent of Deceit (2011) (published in the US as The Silent Oligarch), and The Jackal’s Share
(2013). A third title will be published in 2015.   
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DSMT Registered Office
5 Lime Grove, London W12 8EE, UK

To contact us



Access 
to quality
education

DSMT funding 
for pre-school

education

DSMT funding 
for girls’ basic
and secondary

education

DSMT funding 
for girls higher

education

DSMT funding 
for vocational

training

Expert training for
teachers improves quality

of teaching

Training for mothers develops
understanding of importance of early
learning in kindergarten and at home

Teaching and learning
materials develop children’s
concentration and learning 

through imaginative play

Refurbished
environments stimulate

active learning

Provision
of science

equipment gives 
more girls access to

practical science
lessons and may
increase female 

take-up of science
curriculum options.

Two-year
scholarships for able

but disadvantaged girls
enable them to complete
secondary school leaving

qualification. 
Provision of computer

equipment enables teachers to use
IT across the curriculum, and pupils 

to access a wide range of 
learning materials.

Higher Education
Scholarships to cover fees allow able

girls from poor families to study at
university and gain a degree.

Terms of
scholarships encourage

volunteering which broadens
the students’ experience.

Vocational courses enable girls from
traditional and marginalised communities to gain up

to date skills and a nationally certified diploma.

On-course placements provide
workplace experience

Programmes for
unqualified helpers
provide a first step

towards paid work for
some mothers.

Women able 

to take the

initia
tive,

contrib
ute to

communitie
s

and inspire

others to do

same.

Community

based 

approach

strengthens local

commitment to

early years

education and

provides

transferable

model.

Successful
project with
government
school to be

repeated in other
schools by
ministry of
education.

National qualifications
improve employment 

and higher education
prospects

Struggling
families able to

keep daughters in
education and
girls’ ambitions

increase. HE scholarships target

gap in provision - very

little
 financial support fo

r

under-graduate study.Volunteer
experiences

develop
leadership skill

and improve
employment
chances on
graduating.

Successful
females act as

role models and
change agents
[in families and
communities]

Girls employment

prospects greatly

increased and links with

local employers
established.

Success outside home
increases confidence and

status and ability to
influence.

UK raised funding acts

as lever to encourage

families to let their

daughters participate.

What we can achieve
with your support

DSMT
SUPPORTING EDUCATION 

IN THE MIDDLE EAST
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