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A MESSAGE FROM
THE CHAIR
By Georgina Simpson

Welcome to DSMT’s latest annual
newsletter. I’m delighted to share with you
the many successes of our current and
past students.
Despite all the day-to-day difficulties they
face, these girls work incredibly hard to
take full advantage of the opportunities
offered to them and we hope you’ll agree
that the results are truly impressive.
None of this would be possible without
the continued support of our many
individual donors, the Council of Arab
Ambassadors and in particular of our
main sponsor Kroll whose continued
commitment to DSMT has underpinned
our activities since 2005. Thank you also
to everyone who replied so positively to
our GDPR communications and have
chosen to stay with us. This is very
heartening. We hope to see you all at a
celebratory event we are planning for
Autumn 2019.
The highlight for me this year was
another visit to the region and being
reminded of the excellent work of the
Dar Al-Tifel School and the significant
difference DSMT scholarships are making
to the lives of these young people, as this
newsletter illustrates.
You can read the full visit report on
our website.

Visiting Dar Al-Tifel School
In April 2018 a group of us, including
several Trustees and our Administrator,
visited the Dar Al-Tifel School in East
Jerusalem. (NB. Trustees pay for their own
visits.) For several this was their first visit to
the school and Jerusalem.

The main purpose was as usual to
monitor the DSMT scholarship
programmes to ensure that our funds
continue to be used effectively. As
expected, the school impressed. We met
with Ms Mahira Dajani, President of the
School Board of Trustees, other staff and
of course DSMT students past and
present. The girls were as enthusiastic as
ever and lively and engaged in their
studies. This visit confirmed that
awarding school scholarships is a valuable
use of our money. These help individual
girls and their families, and because they
are for an amount greater than the fees,
also help the school by contributing
towards its running costs. The Higher
Education (HE) scholarship is also highly
prized. Over the years our selection
process has proved robust and we end

up supporting those who are both in
economic need and capable.
Lesley Shareif (our Administrator) said
“It was so lovely to see the impact of our
scholarships first hand. It has made a real
difference to me to have met our students as
it encourages me to do my very best for the
Trust. The girls are delightful and inspiring
despite having so many issues to overcome.”
Trustee, Jo Walker, commented: “I was
immensely impressed by the breadth and
depth of the education the highly dedicated
staff are providing.The girls are making the
most of every opportunity and I am so
pleased to be able to support Dar Al-Tifel
which is thriving in spite of difficult
circumstances.”
Trustee Matthew Edwards says of his
experience: “It is hard to visit Jerusalem and
not be entranced by the city and
exasperated by the politics in equal measure.
Visiting the school was wholly positive
however and I did come away convinced that
DSMT support for these girls makes an
important difference.”
The visit also included a meeting with the
British Consul-General who confirmed
that any support for girls’ education in
the Occupied Palestinian Territories
(OPTs) is very worthwhile in a country
where women have only 17% of labour
market participation.

Brighton Fair Trade Shop - fundraising for DSMT

Pictured is Angela Simpson with Barb Wilson of the 'LovethatStuff' Fair Trade Shop in
Brighton. Barb has been raising awareness of DSMT as well as funds through events over the
past months. She also sells products by Zaytoun, a Palestinian social enterprise company,
which provides an outlet for farmers and producers' products. See www.zaytoun.org
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THANK YOU FOR HELPING US TO IMPROVE THE LIFE CHANCES

You can read about the scholarship programmes in m

DSMT SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS
2018-20 School scholarships
Five new girls are benefitting from 2018-20’s scholarship grant to help them complete
their schooling. All the girls’ families are struggling with combinations of insecure and
erratic employment, low pay, several dependent family members and chronic illness.
RAZAN is studying in the Humanities stream and lives with her
family in the Old City
“My favourite subject is history and biology … When I have time I love
swimming and reading. ”

Lana, Rawan and Tala graduated
from the school in summer 2018.
They all achieved impressive
marks in the Tawjihi leaving
exams. Rawan came first in her
class and fifth in Jerusalem.

RAHAF is studying in the Scientific stream where she is expected to
achieve highly.
…” I am so grateful to be accepted for a scholarship and I hope it will
motivate me to be better…“
NATAL is in the Scientific stream and lives in the Old City. Her
mother is the main breadwinner as her father has a serious heart
condition.
“I am thankful and very happy for DSMT giving me this scholarship
because now I can stay at dar al tifel el arabi school which I really love.”

LANA is a very able girl from a large
family, all still in education. She graduated
from the Scientific stream with a mark of
93.4 and is now studying Dentistry at Al
Quds University.

NADEEN is in the Humanities stream. Her father is sick and unable
to work and her mother supports the family who are all in education.
“I am so happy to be accepted in this school scholarship because …it
means there is someone who believes that I can be better at my
school…”
NOURINA is studying in the Scientific stream. She has two brothers
at university. Her father’s work is erratic and he has poor health. Her
mother works part time in a nursery.
…”Thank you for accepting me in this project. …It will help me stay in
my favorite school and help my father cover the fees of my study…”

Aya, Layan. Baraa and Muna and have successfully completed 11th grade
and moved on to their final year

RAWAN is a twin, also from a large,
struggling family. She passed her Tawjihi
exams with a staggering 99%, the highest
result of all DSMT school students over
the past twelve years. She is now
studying Computer Engineering at Birzeit
University and has been awarded a DSMT
Higher Education scholarship.

“Please note that all girls have done well… Muna had the first place among her class and Aya
has the third place. Baraa was extraordinary. She did very well in her studies and keeping
herself positive although still being sick…” [Baraa was diagnosed with Lymphoma in 2017.]
“This year I must study
hard to succeed… I want
to study medicine and my
ambition is to be a
successful doctor and make
my mother proud of me”
AYA

“Thank you for supporting
me to complete the 11th
grade… I hope I will be will
be good in all exams and
to be a psychologist to
work in the hospital…”
BARAA

“I’ve enjoyed the past year
so much and I hope this
year I’ll work so hard and
get better marks so I can
study pharmacy. It was a
pleasure meeting you and I
hope you will visit us this year too.” LAYAN

“I hope that this last year
will be a special one. I know
that I have to work hard to
be an important person at
future. I am working to
become a lawyer.”
MUNA
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TALA lives in a single parent household.
Back in 2016 she was uncertain whether
she wanted to go on to higher education.
She worked very hard through 11th and
12th grade and was rewarded with a
mark of 90 in the Tawjihi exams. She is
now studying Nursing at Al Maqased
Hospital.
www.dominicsimpsontrust.org.uk

OF DISADVANTAGED GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN IN THE OPTs.

more detail at www.dominicsimpsontrust.org.uk

DSMT HIGHER EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS
DSMT is currently helping nine girls
through university, five on full
scholarships and four by paying fees
for one semester per year. They are
encouraged to take a full part in
university life and to undertake
volunteering to contribute to their
communities and help build up their
CVs. The girls are well-supported by
the school and DSMT, and to date noone has dropped out despite some
challenging circumstances.

New HE scholarships
awarded in summer 2018
It was particularly difficult to chose
between two very able and
deserving applicants, so for the
first time DSMT awarded two full
HE scholarships:
ARWA is studying
Nursing at Birzeit
University. Sadly her
parents are no
longer alive to follow
her progress.
“…I thank you for this grant because I
need it to continue my university life…
I love the nursing profession and I am
eager to get my degree to be as good
as you think me… I really can not
express the amount of my joy in this
beautiful opportunity. You work as an
example for me and I hope the day
will come to be in your place to help
people…”
RAWAN had a
DSMT school
scholarship in 201618 (see p2). She is
studying Computer
Engineering, also at
Birzeit.
“…It is an honour to be chosen for
this award… I am so excited to start
this experience! …This semester I will
be taking an advanced English course,
a physics class and physics lab class,
calculus… an engineering drawing
class… Many thanks again for the
scholarship and I hope I will be good
enough as an ambassador…”

www.dominicsimpsontrust.org.uk

ISRAA is now in her
fourth year studying
Architecture at An Najah
University, Nablus
…”Last year was the transitional stage
from manual drawing and rendering to
digital, using various engineering computer
software… I also became more familiar
with the language of architecture, which
was an obstacle for me before. Almost
everything is becoming clear now and
connected in a very strange fantastic way.”

Dana and Leen were awarded
partial scholarships in 2015
DANA is in her fourth
year studying Law at
Birzeit University.

…” The last semester was not the best
academically for me… I suffer from great
tension when I submit the exam… I
started with some of my colleagues a
voluntary legal group to acquaint people
with their rights, freedoms and duties…
Thank you DSMT for being always there.”
LEEN is in her third
year of a Social Work
degree at Bethlehem
University.
…”This year was full of achievements and
activities. I completed 360 hours training
at the Palestinian Guidance Center in the
Old City, volunteered 50 hours at Yabous
Culture Center and attended many
conferences about social work and
physiology in Palestine which increased my
knowledge and skills so much…”

Visit the DSMT website for more
information about our
scholarship students:
www.dominicsimpsontrust.org.uk

NOUR is in her third
year studying
Architecture at An Najah
University, Nablus.
“…I took courses like
design, hand rendering, visual training,
construction material ..but the course I
enjoyed most was design. We were asked
to design and model a Villa and before we
had to study a villa designed by a wellknown architect. …Our group chose Frank
Lloyd Wright. We did our research and
made a presentation of our results. “
MARAM was awarded
a partial scholarship in
2016 and is in her third
year studying Physics at
An Najah University.
“Living at Nablus for the second year with
the same girls was wonderful. We are like
sisters now… Courses this year were
enjoyable especially labs. The best was the
electronics labs class. ….I joined a course
about how to be a good leader. We had a
great time and it improved our personality”
NARMEEN is in her
second year studying
Law at Birzeit University.
“…I am so excited to
write this first report. It
was difficult but in the same time exciting
and full with meaningful knowledge and
valuable experience… I am so proud of
my grades and for reaching my goal for this
year… I have shared with you about the
opportunity you have provided me with
and how much lucky I am…”
HANEEN was
awarded a partial
scholarship in 2017 and
is in her second year
studying Primary
Education at Bethlehem
University.
“…We faced some challenges about my
father’s sickness. Still, I tried my best to do
well… I would like to thank every person
who supports me and I hope to exceed
your expectations. Many thanks for DSMT
group again, because you help me in every
difficult time.”
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DSMT HE GRADUATES
Congratulations to RAND, who graduated from Birzeit
University this summer. She is looking for work as a teacher or tour
guide and learning Hebrew to increase her options.
“…I have finished my B.A. degree major geography, minor history, also
received my educational diploma for high school education… I had an
amazing experience and I could not have been more grateful…the
university experiment changed me a lot and I am different person now… Without the
support of DSMT I would not have been through all this, so I want to thank you for
upholding my higher education from the beginning to the end…“

RECENT NEWS OF OTHER DSMT ALUMNAE
RINAD (Law, Birzeit,
2013-16) has taken
exams for the Palestinian
licence to practise law
and plans to study for
the Israeli licence, having
successfully completed a course in
Hebrew. She is also studying for a
Masters in Law.
HALA (English and
Business, Birzeit, 201115) still works for Fedex.
She has been promoted
again this year and has
more responsibility in
her role as Customs Clearance Officer.
AYA (IT, Al Quds
University, 2012-17) is
now married with two
young daughters. DSMT
visitors met her in April
and she has since set up
a Facebook group for past students.
HAYA (Audiology and
Speech Therapy, Birzeit,
2013-17 has recently
taken the test for
obtaining the Israeli
licence to practise and
has had her first child.
TAMARA (Materials
Engineering, Al Quds
University 2007-11) after
working as an engineer
in UAE is now back in
Palestine and seeking
work, ideally in medical engineering.

Congratulations to everyone
and thank you for keeping in
touch with us.
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And some former School
Scholarship students…
WALAA (2015-17)
took a Hebrew language
course last year and is
now studying Biomedical
Sciences at the Hebrew
University.
RUAA (2014-16) has
achieved ‘honour grades’
three times for her high
achievement on her
Accountancy course at
Bethlehem University.
RUBA (2012-14) is in
the last year of a Civil
Engineering course at
Birzeit University and
expects to graduate next
June.
BODOUR (2010 -12)
graduated in Medicine
from An Najah
University this year and
is studying for the Israeli
board qualification to
start working officially in hospitals.
SHAIMA (2009-11)
graduated in Administration and Political Science
from Birzeit in 2015.
After several internships
she now has a paid
position with the charity Mercy Corps.
SHATHA (2009-11)
graduated in Medical
Laboratory Studies from
An Najah in 2015. After
working as a volunteer at
Hadrassa Hospital she is
now a Medical Laboratory Technologist
there.

WAYS TO DONATE
ONLINE
www.VirginMoneyGiving.com
Search for ‘DSMT’

SHOP & FUND RAISE
Collect FREE funds for DSMT
any time you shop with
Easyfundraising at no extra
cost to you. Sign up by going
online at:

CHEQUE
Send a cheque, made payable
to ‘The Dominic Simpson
Memorial Trust’, to:
DSMT Administrator
Flat 3, 4 Bolebrooke Road,
Bexhill-on-Sea,
East Sussex TN40 1EN

BANK TRANSFER
Contact us for bank details.

CONTACT US
TEL:
+44 (0)1273 509668 (Secretary)
+44 (0)1424 225270 (Administrator)
EMAIL:
admin@dominicsimpsontrust.org.uk
ADDRESSES:
DSMT, Administrator,
Flat 3, 4 Bolebrooke Road
Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex TN40 1EN
DSMT, Honorary Secretary,
5 Buxton Road, Brighton
BN1 5DE, UK
DSMT Registered Office
5 Lime Grove, London W12 8EE, UK

www.dominicsimpsontrust.org.uk

