
DSMT
SUPPORTING EDUCATION

IN THE MIDDLE EAST NEWSLETTER
DSMT gratefully acknowledges the ongoing support of Kroll, our sponsors since 2005.

The young people we encounter
remain remarkably upbeat despite the
lack of improvement in the political
situation in the OPTs. For them
education really is a lifeline and a
promise of a better future for
themselves and their families. Benefits
are often more than financial. Knowing
that some people elsewhere in the
world wish them well seems to be
empowering and having contacts
beyond the OPTs can raise awareness
of what might be possible.  

We continue to be amazed and
humbled by the sheer determination,
ambition, resilience and optimism
shown by the young
beneficiaries and this in turn
inspires us to continue
working for positive social
change.  

“We are very pleased
that this project is one
of the best projects at
DTA…We thank you so
much for this and we
thank all the sponsors
supporting DSMT that
believe in our mission and
believe that they are
participating and supporting
the disadvantaged in having
better futures.” 
FROM DAR EL TIFL SCHOOL, MARCH
2016

A message
from the Chair
Georgina Simpson

Running the 2017 London Marathon for DSMT
Francesca Simpson

Watching the London Marathon last year inspired me to try and give it a go myself and raise
funds for The Dominic Simpson Memorial Trust.  The Trust was set up in memory of my father, in
honour of a cause that was close to his heart, and that remains close to mine.  A trip to
Jerusalem in 2010 to see the projects bought home to me their great value. DSMT was lucky to
win a marathon place in the ‘small charities ballot’ when many thousands didn't. I've started my
training using the guide given by the marathon organisers, but any tips would be very welcome! 
If you'd like to sponsor me (thank you!) then you can do so at:
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/francescasimpson  

Donations would be much appreciated, so please pass on this message to your family, friends and
colleagues. I’ll be posting regular bulletins on Facebook to keep you in touch with my campaign. 

Corporate support 
We are delighted to report that Kroll,
who helped set up the Trust and have
supported DSMT from the beginning,
continued to sponsor us in 2016. This
year we also received our sixth very
generous donation from ABC
International Bank. We are delighted by
their continued confidence in DSMT’s
work. Our programmes are also currently
supported by Shell, Nest Investments, Dar
Lighting, Canning Trust, Argus Media, The
Council of Arab Ambassadors and many
individual donors.

St Nicholas Church 
The Church of St Nicholas of Myra in
central Brighton has supported DSMT for
several years. We update the
congregation each year about our work,
helping to spread the word about the
aspirations of young women in the OPTs.
We are very grateful for the generosity of
the church community and their interest
in the young beneficiaries’ progress. 

“During the six years I was chair of the home and
overseas committee we have been delighted to
support DSMT.  To us, it's a "local" charity via
personal connection with Angela, yet it benefits
many in an under-privileged place in the world”. 
JO BAKER, ST NICHOLAS CHURCH

Social media volunteer
DSMT has been very fortunate to have
access to the skills of gap year student
Holly Fairgrieve, whose family are long
term supporters. Holly has undertaken to
look after DSMT’s Facebook page, keeping
it up to date with news
of our scholarship
students and matters
of educational interest. 

“It has been a wonderful
experience to get to know
more about the
extraordinary work DSMT
does. I have particularly
enjoyed working with the students from Dar El Tifl
on social media, and writing letters to them. Their
determination, passion and gratitude for the
educational opportunities DSMT is helping to
provide is both humbling and incredibly inspiring.”

THANK YOU
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Holly Fairgrieve “I havethoroughly enjoyed my timevolunteering for DSMT...”

November 2016



Lana is a very able girl from a large family struggling financially

My favourite subjects are math and physics ... but you can add history as well. I adore
reading books … especially historical books. I participated in many reading competitions
and won two of them …

Tala is studying in the Literary Stream

“      My father died when I was 6 years old and I live with my mom … I would like to
thank you a lot for considering me for this great scholarship. This chance can make a lot of
changes in my life … 

Rawan scored 98.5% in her school exams 

My family was always the reason for keeping on the right track … we as a family
made of seven members. My mother does not work. So, my father is the only employee in
the house … I will try my best to be as good as enough…

Three more two-year
school scholarships
were awarded in
summer 2016. 

Maram, Ruaa and Tala
graduated from the school in
summer 2016. 

MARAM

The most
amazing thing
happened this year
is our Graduation.
It was an exciting
day to see your
parents and
teachers are proud
of you and you will be more proud of
yourself to reach this level …Finally I
want to thank DSMT for giving me the
chance to finish my school years at the
school which it was my dream to
graduate from so thank you …and I will
never forget this scholarship.

RUAA

I have decided
to study accounting
and I am accepted
at Bethlehem
University…I want
to thank the DSMT
for this scholarship
which I had for my
last two years. Thank you so much.

TALA

…Dear DSMT, I
am glad to write to
you again, I would like
to thank you for what
you have done to me
in these two years. I
feel very grateful and
especially my parents
who felt relieved because you try to ease
some of their financial burden…

Tala is now studying Biotechnology at
An Najah University

“ ”

“

”
“

”
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THANK YOU FOR HELPING US TO IMPROVE THE LIFE CHANCES OF
DISADVANTAGED GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN IN THE OPTs. 
You can read about the scholarship programmes in more detail at www.dominicsimpsontrust.org.uk
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Left to right: Lana, Tala and Rawan

“ ”

“ ”

“ Thanks for DSMT representative who nominated me for this scholarship without it I
can't complete my education in my school DTA… ” Haneen

“11th grade was a great year and a tiring year.  We had lots of works to do and we study
a lot because we have new teachers and a new type of study and subjects but it was a
good year to prepare us for 12th grade ” Narmeen

“ We have a lots of study and thing to do, because it was our first year in Scientific section.
I have already taken my result and it is very good … ” Taima

“ In this year I’ve done a lots of things which made me more effective in my school and
have improved my skills. I was amazed and proud of myself because I was capable of
taking responsibility … ” Wala

“

”

DSMT SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS

WalaHaneen Taima

Narmeen

Wala, Haneen,
Taima and
Narmeen have
successfully
progressed to
their final
school year
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DSMT HIGHER EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS
There are currently eight DSMT girls going through university.  The programme
encourages them to take a full part in university life and to undertake volunteering to
contribute to their communities and help build up their CVs.   
All HE scholarship holders report to the Dar El Tifl school at the end of each semester, and submit an end of year report to
DSMT annually. This close relationship with the school and DSMT, plus the financial assistance, makes the girls feel very
well-supported and has undoubtedly contributed to them all remaining on their courses to date, despite some challenging
circumstances. 

HAYA is in the fifth
year of Audiology and
Speech Therapy at Birzeit
University. 

“Now one year separates
me from graduation…thanks God and
thanks DSMT and my parents for this stage
I reach…making it possible for students like
me to realize their full potential.”

AYA is due to graduate
in Information
Technology from Al
Quds University next
spring.  After a successful
three years at university,

where she was selected to be part of a
‘talented students’ group, she married in
2015 and had a baby daughter earlier this
year. 

“DSMT, you are a great organization and if
I would thank you for all my life,  it's not
enough, you helped me to complete this
important part in my life…” 

RAND is in her third
year studying Geography
and Education at Birzeit
University.  Her father
died in 2008 and it
would have been a

struggle for her to go to university
without a scholarship.

“DSMT scholarship is the best ever! …This
year was not like the first, it is more
difficult, hard, and full of events. I can see
now that making difference in the world is
not easy…But still there is big hope inside
me to face the struggles.” 

ISRA won a scholarship
in 2015 to study
Architecture at An Najah
National University in
Nablus. 

“… university life changed me a lot. I think
I am now more responsible, dependable,
aware of many new things and I could
obtain some new skills…” 

DANA AND LEEN were both
awarded partial scholarships in 2015.
Their widowed mothers face many
demands but both are very supportive of
their daughters’ education. 

“I am a law student in Bir-
Zeit University, to be
honest this year I couldn't
achieve enough with my
grades…I am still working
hard…in order to get

higher grades next year…I am part of a
group called "youngsters imprint" its most
essential goal is to collect donations to
help those in need, we've done many
activities for children already…” DANA

Leen is in her second year at Bethlehem
University and now more settled since
changing course.

“I had to take my time to
decide what is better for
me so my decision was to
transfer from
occupational therapy to
social work.  It is better

for me and now I’m doing well. I have
passed the first exams for two major
sections with a grade of A.” LEEN

New HE Scholarships
awarded in summer 2016

NOUR, whose father
died soon after she was
born, submitted a strong
application and was
awarded a full HE
scholarship to study

Architecture at An Najah University. 

“I love physics and maths and I always
wanted to be an architect… I would love
to work with international companies and
… with people from different countries
…Thank you for your generosity in funding
my undergraduate course … Receiving this
scholarship motivates me to study hard
and … I look forward to be part of
building my country when I graduate…” 

MARAM had a DSMT
school scholarship from
2014-16 (see page 2).
She is very clear about
her ambition to be a
Physics teacher.  Her

family are supportive but there are
several children in education and her
father has chronic liver disease so cannot
work. DSMT has awarded her a partial
scholarship for her studies at An Najah
University. 

“I love physics and math and I look forward
to study them more.  Because of your
generosity I can spend more time
concentrating on my studies, research and
extra curricular activities and less time
worrying about my finances…”

If you think you or your organisation might be able to offer some type of 
'distance work experience’ for a DSMT girl please get in touch with Angela at:

secretary@dominicsimpsontrust.org.uk 



WAYS TO DONATE

ONLINE

www.VirginMoneyGiving.com
Search for ‘DSMT’

SHOP & FUND RAISE 

Collect FREE funds for DSMT
any time you shop with
Easyfundraising at no extra
cost to you. Sign up by going
online at:

CHEQUE

Send a cheque, made payable
to ‘The Dominic Simpson
Memorial Trust’, to: 
DSMT Administrator, 
9 Popham Road, Shanklin
PO37 6RF

BANK TRANSFER

Contact us for bank details.

RINAD won a DSMT HE scholarship in 2013 to study Law at
Al Quds University.  She has had a spectacularly successful
undergraduate experience, winning ‘honor grades’ each semester
for averages of 90%+.  This summer she graduated early, in three
years instead of the usual four, and is now a trainee advocate in
Ramallah! We are all extremely proud of her and will be following
her future career with great interest.

“I am proud to receive your letter and I am getting encouragement from
your support. Now I have to be trained for two years to get the Palestinian licence in law. In
addition I will be trained in Israel to get the Israeli licence. I am looking forward to serving my
people and my country in the future and contributing to building the state of law…”

HALA graduated in Business and English from Birzeit
University in 2015 and now works for the international
courier and shipping company Fedex. She has recently been
promoted from the Jerusalem branch to the Ramallah head
office.  Longer term she would like to study for a Masters,
ideally an MBA, and gain work experience abroad to develop
her career. She also acts as DSMT’s translator.

“I'm working in Fedex now…it's a great opportunity for me to learn
logistics and…learn something new. I would like to just grab the

opportunity to thank you again and again for everything you've done for me.” 

TAMARA, DSMT’s first graduate, has worked for three years
as a materials engineer in Dubai. In 2015 she won one of the
UK government’s prestigious Chevening Scholarships and has
just completed her Masters in Biomedical Engineering at the
University of Surrey. She has returned to Palestine, as the terms
of her scholarship require, and is seeking work in the biomedical
field. Her plan is to gain some relevant experience at home, then
travel again for further study or work. Longer-term her ideal is to
work in her chosen field in her own country.

“I am privileged to be a part of DSMT and CHEVENING Scholarships, not only the opportunity to
get excellent education but also I advance in many ways: gain new international experiences,
develop my way of life, enhance my opportunities in my field and to help my country in the future.”

DSMT GRADUATES

4 www.dominicsimpsontrust.org.uk

PROJECT NEWS … PROJECT NEWS … PROJECT NEWS

Rinad graduates a year
early!!

Hala graduated i
n 2015

now working for 
Fedex

Jerusalem

Tamara on a brief trip tothe Isle of Wight during heryear studying at theUniversity of Surrey.

Alumnae Assocation
TEL:
+44 (0)1273 509668 
+44 (0)7774 784116

EMAIL:
admin@dominicsimpsontrust.org.uk

ADDRESSES:

DSMT,  Administrator, 
9 Popham Road, Shanklin 
PO37 6RF, UK

DSMT, Honorary Secretary, 
5 Buxton Road, Brighton 
BN1 5DE, UK

CONTACT US

DSMT Registered Office

5 Lime Grove, London W12 8EE, UK

DSMT visit April 2017
DSMT has awarded thirty-one school and
eleven HE scholarships since 2007. Now
feels an appropriate time to try to
establish an alumnae association to help
scholarship students keep in touch with
each other and with the DSMT, to share
their experiences and support each other
as they move through education into
employment and adult life. Dar El Tifl
School think this is an excellent idea and
are keen to assist us, and DSMT graduate
Tamara has agreed to help us set up the
association, which we hope to launch
during next year’s DSMT visit. This is a
new venture and its success will clearly
depend on the involvement of the young
women themselves…so watch this space!

Next year Dan and Angela Simpson will
make their third visit to the region,
focusing on the scholarship programmes.
(Board members pay for the trips
themselves so no costs are incurred by
the charity.)  

Assuming the situation at the time allows
girls to travel, past and present students
will gather at the school to meet the
visitors and share their stories.  The visit
will also enable us to renew our ties with
the British Consulate-General, the British
Council, and with Palestinian education
expert, Mr Mahmoud Khweis, who has
kindly acted as DSMT’s representative
and advisor for the last three years.   

Three HE scholarship winners have now graduated


